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NATIONAL REPORT 


D. C. Commissioners Enforce Old Bias Laws 

Operators of Washington’s public places were 
warned by the city’s three-man commissioner board 
to admit Negroes beginning January 1 or face prose- 
cution for violation of the District’s ‘“‘once-missing,” 
almost century-old civil right laws. 

The new order affects hotels, barber shops, thea- 
ters, bowling alleys and swimming pools, many of 
whose owners have steadfastly persisted in discrim- 
inating against Negroes despite unprecedented ra- 
cial changes in other areas. 

Testing the laws which were passed during the 
Reconstruction Era, but were ignored for more than 
50 years, the District Commissioners ordered City 
Attorney Vernon West to prosecute any proprietor 
accused of turning away a customer because of race, 
color or creed. The laws were uncovered several 
years ago, but city officials have failed to enforce 
them although the U. S. Supreme Court upheld one 
law passed in 1873 against restaurant discrimination. 
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Jane Morrow Spaulding Loses High GOP Post 
Mrs. Jane Morrow Spaulding, promi- 


































nent Charleston, W. Va., clubwoman and elev: 
first Negro named to an important post mor 
during the Eisenhower administration, loca 
was laid off from her $10,000-a-year legis- 

lative analyst post with the War Claims Con 
Commission in Washington, D. C. Officials A 
said Mrs. Spaulding was one of 18 persons Pe) to s 
dropped as the commission prepared to . 44. intr 
suspend its operations early next year.In Mrs. Spaulding Co1 
another lay-off, Mrs. Ruth Mueller, top Negro woman in Hug 
the GOP national committee’s women division, was dis. Nati 
missed in a staff cutback. Mrs. Mueller, a New Yorker, Hon 
was an assistant to Mrs. Bertha Adkins, the division head in L 


Adam Powell Calls For Harlem Rent Strike 
The renewal of Harlem rent strikes, introduced during ects 
World War II to lower rents, was urged by Congressman | 











Adam C. Powell to prevent slum fires, which in the past st 
few weeks have taken three lives, injured others and lef} «,,. 
many families homeless. Addressing 500 residents at a hom 
protest meeting, Powell condemned “landlords with fire- prov 
traps” and urged a “permanent rent strike wherever there ing 
are housing violations.” 
Md. Man Settles $830,886 Tax Suit For $45,000 MS; 
Baltimore sportsman and ex-numbers mar 
kingpin William (Little Willie) Adams aD 
and his wife, Victorine, wealthy owners post 
of a string of business places, settled a is : 
$830,886.95 back income tax bill for Chr 
$45,000. Papers filed by the Federal gov- whit 
ernment in a Baltimore court did not beat 
indicate whether or not the Adamses mai 
paid the amount in full. Two years ago yule 


Adams was sentenced to a seven-to-15 Adams left 
year prison term for violating the state lottery law. The! 
U. S. Supreme Court reversed the decision. 
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Tex. Laborer Crushed Under 50 Tons Of Wheat 


A 38-year-old Dallas, Texas, laborer, Odell Calloway, 
was killed when he stepped too near the center of a grain 
elevator and was “sucked” down into a “whirlpool” of 
more than 100,000 pounds of wheat. Police and firemen 
located his body after a six-hour search. 


Congress To Get Anti-Housing Bias Bill 

A bill that would “blacklist any builder who refuses 
to sell a Federally-sponsored house to a Negro” will be 
introduced in the next 
Congress, Richard 
Hughes, president of the 
National Association of 
Home Builders, disclosed 
in Louisville. Since banks 
refuse to finance racial- 
ly-mixed housing proj- 
ects, Hughes said that 
forcing builders to sell 
homes to Negroes would 
“wreck the FHA and the 
home-building industry,” 
provoking a “home-build- 
ing crisis in 1955.” 








& 
W Santa Calls On Mail- 
man: After 11% years on 
a Detroit mail route. 
postman John R. Street 
is surprised by pre- 
Christmas gifts from 160 
white residents on his 
beat. Gifts included a 
mail cart to lighten his 
yuletide load, and $85 
left over from present 
buying. 
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re S BOYCOTT ALA. NEGRO, N; 
Leaders of Alabama’s31NAACP]> ym 
chapters demanded reprisalsf Neg 
against backers of the state’s whit 
four white citizens councils fol- De 
lowing the organizations’ first Hur! 
boycott against a Negro business- mat 
man—Selma insurance executive num 
C. W. Boynton. Because Boynton year 
refused to quit the NAACP, coun- thar 
cil heads warned city taxicab M 
drivers to refrain from securing mee 
yearly insurance policies from whit 
his agency or face “possible rev-| force 








d 





; | ocation of their licenses.” goal 

| wee oo en No sooner had word spread of} to N 
the council’s first economic sanc- | try. 

tion against the militant Ala- | As 


bama Negro when southern): Alat 
NAACP Director Ruby Hurley inti 
urged state NAACP officials to apply “similar reprisals” den‘ 
against “all council backers,” contending that waging Ben 
economic campaigns is a “two-way street.” In other} he y 
measures to check the growth of the councils, which are ty, 
organized only in the state’s “Black Belt” counties (Dal- istr: 








las, Marengo, Perry and Hale, see map), she recom- the 
Defends Negro, Cross Burned At Home ¥ St. 
A wooden KKK cross was burned on the lawn of the 
home of a 44-year-old white Los Angeles meat dealer, 6. 
Nelson W. Soll, who offered to help a Louisiana Negro in | 
condemned to die for a rape he swears he did not com- $20( 
mit. Soll promised legal aid for 26-year-old Alton Poret sus] 
if it can be proved that he is innocent of charges he | cusé 
raped a white woman. Soll’s wife and children have Frei 


been placed under 24-hour guard. His bitter comment: | elie 
“This makes me madder than hell.” $2.0 
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O.. NAACP PLANS COUNTER ACTION 

CP} mended: 1) transfer of insurance policies from white to 
als Negro companies, and 2) withdrawal of money from 
eS white to Negro banks in Atlanta and Memphis. 

‘ol- Declaring that “Negroes will not be frightened,” Miss 
rst Hurley told JET that the white councils have met their 
SS- match in the state’s “Black Belt,’ where Negroes out- 
ive number whites as much as five-to-one. During the past 
on year, the state NAACP membership has grown by more 
in- than 30 per cent, she disclosed. 

ab Meanwhile at a Marengo County council organizational 
ing meeting, state Senator Walter Givhan told some 400 
om whites that “the whole U. S. Army is not big enough to 
ev- force that (integration) upon us.” He said the NAACP 
goal is to “open the bedroom doors of our white women 
of} to Negro men,” then added, “This is a white man’s coun- 
ne- try. It always has been and always will be.” 

la- As the anti-Negro councils spread from Mississippi to 
T'n}* Alabama, NAACP officials reported cases of attempted 
ley intimidation of Negroes in rural Georgia. White resi- 
is” dents of Blakely, Ga., banned Negro orchestra leader 
ng Ben Shorter from playing at downtown dances because 
1er he was “too active for Negro rights.” In Randolph Coun- 
are ty, a Negro voters’ league charged that the county reg- 
al- istrar “scratched” the names of 400 Negro voters from 
m- the polls. They are threatening to file a lawsuit. 


ria 
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St. Louis Alderman Faces 4th Bribery Charge 


he In St. Louis, Alderman Ben Oliver, prominent Demo- 
er, cratic leader, was indicted by a circuit court grand jury 
sro in his fourth bribery case on a charge he accepted a 
m- | $200 fee to secure passage of a zone ordinance. Already 


he cused of taking the money from white real estate man 
ive Fred Schwaig, who wanted the zone change to permit a 
it: client to open a drive-in stand. Oliver was placed under 
$2,000 bail on the charge. 


ret suspended from the Board of Aldermen, Oliver was ac- 














Grandma Grieves To Death After Tot, 2, Dies 

In Detroit, two-year-old Robert Ramsey died from 
eating rat poison and several hours later, his mourn- 
ing grandmother, 65-year-old Mrs. Gertrude Spencer, 
died of a broken heart. After returning home from 
the hospital where the tot died, Mrs. Spencer com- 
plained of pains in the chest and was found dead 
45 minutes later. 








Korean Vet Cleared Of 15-Year Cowardice Term 


A former Norfolk, Va., Army private, Hamilton B. King, 


who served almost three years of a 15-year hard labor 
prison term for “cowardice” in Korea, was cleared by an 
Army review board at Camp Gordon, Ga. The board up- 
held ex-ammunition bearer King’s contention that his 
“frostbitten feet” pained him so much he was unable to 
man his front line foxhole against a Chinese attack. 
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Yesterday In Negro History 

December 18, 1865—The 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution, proclaiming that “. . . neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for 
crime ... shall exist within the United States,” was 
adopted by Congress. 

December 19, 1943—The U. S. Army, under orders 
from President Franklin D. Roosevelt, took over the 
strike-bound Western Electric plant at Point Breeze, 
near Baltimore. White a — when 
management refused to TED 

set up Jim Crow toilets. 
December 23, 1845—Rev. 
Henry Highland Garnet, 
U. S. minister resident to 
Liberia and famous orator, 
was born of slave parents 
in Kent County, Md. Rev. 
Garnet was the first or- 
dained Negro Presbyterian 
minister to preach in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Rev. Garnet 











es 





PLEPLPLLLLELLELOELELELLLLELLEELLLLELELLOL LL 4A 

















ng, 
bor 


up- 
his 


PLIPPLPLLLELELLELLOELLLLLELELELLELLLLLEODOLOOLLLDS 











FORECAST 


Aide To N. Y. Attorney-General. John Silvera, 
cousin of actor Frank Silvera, will be named to the 
staff of New York’s newly-elected attorney-general 
Jacob Javits. 


D. C. Bus Operators. At White House insistence, 
the Capital Transit Company will hire its first Negro 
streetcar and bus operators early next year. 


Negro Movie Boom. Because of the tremendous 
success of the all-Negro movie Carmen Jones, more 
Hollywood producers will turn to the Negro talent 
market for new pictures. 


Ohio Parole Commissioner Re-Appointment. 
Youngstown newspaper publisher J. Maynard Dick- 
erson, first Negro to serve on the Ohio Parole Com- 
mission, will be re-appointed to the body by Gov. 
Frank J. Lausche when his six-year term expires in 
1955. 


Surprise Football Draft Choice. Leo Lewis, Lin- 
coln (Mo.) University’s record-blasting halfback, 
who has been under the close surveillance of a num- 
ber of pro scouts, will be the surprise No. 1 draft 
choice of one of the top National Football League 
teams. 


Low-Cost Housing Program. The Republicans will 
launch a far-reaching low-cost housing program by 
which hundreds of Negro families will be able to buy 
homes with low down payments. 




























1954: BANNER YEAR FOR 


"Boalt Quon 


For America’s aspiring Negro 
beauty queens, no year per- ba 
haps has afforded a rash of 
opportunities for hitting jack- 
pots of quick riches or sud- 
den fame as has 1954. From 
New York to California, scores 
of previously unknown love- 
lies have cashed in on their 
shapely talents, collecting— 
in at least one instance— ~~ 
$1,000 as prize money, andin /{; 
another, an all-expense paid 
Paris holiday. And, except in 
one or two cases where pro- 
moters momentarily forgot to 
bestow upon winners the 
handsome cash prizes they 
had promised, most of the 
“queens,” as shown on these 
pages, have fared better for 
the experience. 


Winner of seven-day va- 
cation in Paris as “Miss 
Harlem,” beauteous bank ce j 
clerk, Iris Smith, 19, re- & 
turned home, married Ott- \@: 
ley M. Bronwill, 23, a New 
York University student. 
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@ At Cincinnati’s exclusive 
Castle Farms, 3,500 patrons 
cheered lovely Alberta Carroll 
as she was crowned American 
Legion’s “Queen of the Cotton 
Ball.” Title has not changed 
her ways one bit, she says. 






@ Chosen ‘‘Miss Lincoln 
Beach” in a New Orleans 
beauty contest, shapely (35- 
25-35) June Foster is a senior 
student at McDonough High 
School, plans to attend college 
in city upon graduation. 


or 


After winning Elks national 
eauty contest, Chicago’s Ger- 
trude Straughter, a hotel barber 
shop manicurist, did not receive 
the $500 cash prize, plans lawsuit 
to collect the first-prize money. 


wy Although 10,000 cheered ap- 
proval as Detroit’s 17-year-old 
Johnnie Mae Gibson won “Miss 
International Sepia” in Canada, 
she shuns public spotlight, pre- 
fers to help run her uncle’s 
neighborhood plumbing store. 
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Re a 


w Joyce Clark, 19, 


won Chicago Press 
Photographers 
Guild’s beauty con- 
test, will model in lei- 
sure, keep reception- 
ist job for security. 


@ Crowned ‘Mrs. 
Bronze California,” 
Toy Edwards, 21, says 
she likes being house- 
wife, prefers to back 
husband’s singing ca- 
reer, beagood mother 





¥ Pretty, 16-year-old Betty 
Jo Taylor of Houston, Tex., 
won “Miss Bronze America” 
title in Chicago, received 
$1,000 cash prize, remained 
in city to attend high school 
and later become a nurse. 
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Upon winning New York’s Press 
Photogranvhers beauty contest, 17- 
year-old Harlean Harris decided to 
drop business studies at Jamaica 
High School, now wants to become 
a professional model and singer. 


After winning “Miss Sepia Cover 
Girl” title in Harlem contest, 22- 
year-old New York model Edwina 
Weldon cashed in on popularity to 
start career as a singer, now mod- 
els only during her leisure time. 
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| FOREIGN NEWS | 


German Town Honors U. S. Negro, 77 
A 77-year-old American Negro, J. Elmer 
Spyglass, who went to Germany 48 years 
ago to seek fame as a singer and stayed, 
was made an honorary citizen of the vil- 
lage of Schwabach. A native of Spring- 
field, Ohio, Spyglass traveled to Germany 
in 1906 and sang throughout Western 
Europe. When his Frankfurt home was 
destroyed by Allied bombers in World 
War II, Spyglass moved to Schwabach, Spyglass 
where he served as a liaison between the village and the 
U. S. Army after the occupation in 1945. He became so 
well-liked that his neighbors decided to honor him. 


Negroes Get CARE Posts In colres New Delhi 

Former National Urban 
League secretary Edward 
F. Boyd was appointed 
chief of the new CARE mis- 
sion in Cairo, Egypt, while 
Mrs. Marion S. Abbott, a 
former CIO labor consult- 
ant, was named assistant 
chief of the CARE mission : 
in New Delhi, India. One Boyd Mrs. Abbott 
of the first Negroes to head a CARE mission, Boyd, a 
New Yorker, will supervise the distribution of CARE 
packages in Egypt. 











2,000 Bees Sting Kenya Woman To Death 
In Nairobi, Kenya, a woman who took honey from 
a hive and was attacked by a swarm of some 2,000 
angry bees died in a hospital after being stung into 
unconsciousness. Doctors removed more than 1,000 
stings from the victim’s face and neck. 














Woros or tHe Week 


Willie Mays, New York Giants’ center fielder, on being 
asked in San Juan if he was dating any Puerto Rican 
girls: “No. Girls here don’t believe in no boy friends. If 
you date ’em, you gotta get married.” 


Rev. William Peay, 43, one-time Santa Rosa, Calif., pastor, 
arrested on a peeping Tom charge: “I was looking for a 
fellow named Smith to use his phone.” 


Archie Moore, light-heavyweight champion: “I’m tired of 
reading where Rocky Marciano must remain idle because 
he has no one to fight. There is at least one fellow he 
can fight, and I’ll give him the fight of his life.” 


Adlai Stevenson, former U. S. Presidential candidate: “If 
we do not stand unequivocally at home for civil freedom, 
we cannot hope to stand as the champion of liberty be- 
fore the world. If we do not stand at home for equal 
rights for all our citizens, regardless of race or color, we 
cannot hope to stand as the champion of opportunity 
before the world.” 


Marian Anderson, contralto: “IJ have 
always steered clear of modern music. 
One has to acquire a taste for it the 
same as with caviar.” 


Thurgood Marshall, NAACP general 
counsel, addressing the CIO’s national 
convention: “All the Negro wants is 
removal of racial barriers against him 
so he can stand or fall on his own 
merits.” 


Winsor French, Cleveland Press col- 
umnist: “Dorothy Donegan approaches 
the piano with all the assurance of a 
souped-up bulldozer about to level a ‘ sail 
forest of redwoods.” Dorothy Donegan 
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| MEDICINE 





N. Y. Hospital Must Pay For Woman’s Death 

A Bronx, N. Y., mother, Mrs. Sally Jones, whose 42-year- 
old daughter Helen died in 1951, two days after she was 
treated for stab wounds at the Hospital for Joint Diseases 
and then transferred to Welfare Island, was awarded 
$14,599 damages against the hospital. Mrs. Jones said a 
hospital interne dressed her daughter’s wound, then had 
her transferred. New York Supreme Court Judge Samuel 
Gold held that Miss Jones was “denied necessary treat- 
ment” at the hospital. 


Maryland Hospital Admits Ist Negro Medic 

Dr. Ulysses G. Bourne Jr. was admitted to the staff of 
the Memorial Hospital at Frederick, Md., and became the 
first Negro doctor ever to join the hospital’s staff. 


= 


Wi Medics With 50-Year Awards: Cited for their half-cen- 
tury of service to Dayton residents, Drs. Lloyd H. Cox (c.) 
and H. V. Dutrow (r.), receive 50-year awards from Ohio 
Medical Association president Merrill D. Prugh. 
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2 Teen-Agers Get 199 Years Each For Murder 

Two 17-year-old Chicago 
youths, Frederick Moore 
and Everett Lindsey, were | 
sentenced to prison terms | 
of 199 years each after be- } 
ing convicted on a charge {4m 
of murdering Alfonso °* 
Towns during an attempted | 
holdup. Moore and Lindsey & “Ey 2 
face an additional murder Lindsey Moore 
charge for the shooting of Towns’ companion, Madison 
Stuckey, during the robbery. 








Sol Butler’s Slayer Dies In Chicago 

A 51-year-old Chicago man, Jimmie Hill, who fatally 
wounded all-around athlete Sol Butler in a tavern gun 
battle, died in Cook County Hospital several days after 
the former U. S. broad jump champion’s death in Provi- 
dent Hospital. Hill, who was ejected from the tavern 
by Butler for molesting a waitress, was critically wounded 
by Butler and the tavern owner in the exchange of | 
gunfire that followed. 





PEEL PPLPLLBPLELLLLGLLELLLLEPLELLLLLBELLLL PPLE LL LLL LLL OLE . 
ESCAPED TEXAS CONVICT, 65. 

A 65-year-old Austin man, Oscar Polk, who escaped 
from a Texas prison farm 10 years ago to make a home , 
for his wife, walked into the Pardons and Paroles’ Board | 
office and asked to be sent back to prison immediately 
so that his conscience would stop hurting him. 

Almost lost among prison records, Polk’s file revealed 
that he escaped from the Wynne Prison Farm in Decem- 
ber, 1944, after he had served six months of a three- 
year term for burglary—his sixth sentence for stealing. ? 
Polk told board chairman T. B. White that he changed 
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W Bullet-Riddled Walter Lee Irvin Shows Scars: During 
first interview after escaping chair for second time, Walter 
Lee Irvin shows marks (arrows) where Lake County, Fla., 
sheriff Willis McCall shot him through neck in 1951. News- 
man C. A. Irvin points to body, where another one of 
McCall’s bullets is still lodged. 
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SURRENDERS AFTER 10 YEARS 

his name to Arthur Barnes after his escane and settled 
50 miles south of Dallas where he bought a piece of land 
and home for his wife. “That’s why I left there 10 years 
ago,” he said. “I wanted to get a home for my _ wife. 
But, the longer I was out, the more this thing worked 
on me.” 

Polk said his conscience was “hurting so badly” that 
he couldn’t remain a free man, even if prison officials 
were not looking for him. White said the parole board 
would give Polk credit for his voluntary return. 
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EDUCATION 


S. C. College Prof Indicted For Tax Evasion 

A South Carolina State College professor, Nevin R. 
Austin, was indicted on two counts of tax evasion by 
a Federal grand jury and became the first Negro ever 
indicted for tax evasion in the state. Austin, who oper- 
ates a wholesale radio and electric supply company in 
partnership with his wife, was charged with reporting 
incomes under $5,000 for 1948 and 1949, when his actual 
income for the two years was $7,149 and $20,800. 


96 Of 122 W. Va. Public Schools Integrated 

A total of 96 of the 122 public schools in West Virginia 
have both Negro and white students, with at least four 
Negro teachers instructing mixed classes, according to 
state school superintendent W. W. Trent. The report 
listed information from 50 of the state’s 55 counties. 






W Dog Goes To School: A regular fifth grade pupil at 
Denver’s Alameda School, German Shepherd Nicodemus 
“puts on the dog” in a singing class with only Negro 
classmate Booker Sowell. 


20 





—VS ew 8 SS 


torn & 


at 
1S 








nti! 


Ga. Educators Adopt Bills To Block Integration 

The Georgia Commission on Education unanimously 
adopted three bills designed to prevent the integration 
of Negro and white school children within the state. 
The bills, which the commission will recommend to the 
governor;elect and to the General Assembly, provide 
that: 1) it be a felony to pay out state funds to mixed 
schools; 2) local school authorities have jurisdiction over 
the assignment of students; and 3) local school boards 
have authority to lay out attendance districts. 


Fla. School Offers To Admit Barred ‘Colored’ Pupils 

The five “colored” Platt children, who were ousted from 
a Mt. Dora, Fla., public school after Negro-baiting Sheriff 
Willis McCall said he had heard they were part-Negro, 
were invited to attend an all-white private school “when 
their racial status is completely cleared.” 


Died: 


Charles J. Jenkins, 57, only Negro to 
ever become chairman of a major com- 
mittee of the Illinois legislature; after a 
short illness at Chicago’s Presbyterian 
Hospital. While representing Chicago’s 
Third District in the General Assembly 
for 23 years, Jenkins, a Republican, was 
chairman of the powerful appropriations 
committee for two sessions and narrowly 
missed being elected judge of Cook County 
Superior Court in 1953... Frank Foote, Chas. Jenkins 
77, one of the heirs to the $750,000 Foote track in Fairfax 
County, Va., after a long illness; at Mount Alto Hospital 
in Washington ... Dr. James Leroy Baxter, 74, dental 
surgeon, after long illness, at his home in Fontana, Calif. 
He was organizer of the Commonwealth Dental Society of 
North Jersey ... Dr. Lewis M. Mitchell, 60, dentist, of 
cerebral stroke, at his home in Austin, Tex. He was founder 
and president of the Texas State Dental Association. 

















MR. & MRS. 


Mal Whitfield’s Sister Denies He Will Marry — 
ro : 


In Los Ange- 

les, Olympic 
track champion 
Mal Whitfield’s 
sister, Mrs. Bet- 
ty Clark, brand- 
ed as false an 
account publish- 
ed in the Stock- 
holm newspaper 
Aftonbladet that 
Mal will marry 
26-year-old Brig- 
it Johansson, 
tall blonde 
Swedish school- 
teacher now 
working asa 
bank clerk in 
Los Angeles. The 
newspaper said 
the wedding will 
be held as soon ih a a : 
as Whitfield gets Brigit gazes fondly at photo of Mal. 
a divorce from his Columbus, Ohio, wife, but Mrs. Clark 
said that marriage was dissolved two years ago. Whit- 
field, 29, is now in India on an AAU-sponsored goodwill 
tour, lecturing and conducting track clinics. 


Wife Shoots Nurse She Caught With Medic Mate 
A 24-year-old registered nurse, Miss Eloise Welch, was 
shot and wounded by the wife of a Tampa, Fla., physician, 
Mrs. Ruth Lewis, who told police she caught her husband, 
A. L. Lewis, making love to the nurse in a cabin. Mrs. 
Lewis, who had just returned to Tampa from Miami, told 
police she fired after looking through a window of the 
cabin and seeing her husband and the nurse making love. 
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D. C. Suitor Hurls Lamp, Flames Kill Sweetheart 








A 25-year-old woman, Miss Mildred Robinson, was 
burned to death and her house set afire by an explod- 
ing kerosene lamp hurled by her boy friend, Earl J. 
Lucas, 44, who was arrested on a murder charge. Police 
said Lucas quarreled with Miss Robinson then picked up 
the lamp and threw it across the room at her. It hit her_ 
in the chest, exploded and drenched her clothing with 
flaming kerosene. 


White Marine Freed In N. Carolina Rape Case 


A white marine, C. R. Betts, was freed of rape charges 
brought against him by his 14-year-old Negro baby sitter, 
Martha Mizzelle, and Judge Q. K. Nimocks promptly or- 
dered his arrest on a drunken driving 
charge resulting from his testimony. 
The girl testified that Betts raped her 
while driving her home then threat- 
ened to beat her. Betts denied the 
charge, said he had been drinking and 
blacked out when he started to take 
the girl home. Martha said the attack 
took place in the car which she fled 
when it became stuck in the mud and 
Betts went for help. The acquittal of 
Betts prompted the surprised judge to 
severely chastise the jurors. 
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Wi Miss Sepia Philadelphia: Topping 39 
contestants, in annual “Miss Sepia 
Philadelphia” contest, dimpled Elsie 
Young of the Artists and Models Club 
was presented the Joseph A. Spatola 
Trophy. Other prizes given her includ- 
ed a one-year scholarship in music or 
voice, a diamond ring, lady’s watch, 
and a set of luggage. 

















Ohio Police Officer Resigns After Sex Charges 

In all-Negro Lincoln Heights, 
Ohio, Lt. Jewell Jett, father of 
six children, resigned from the 
town’s eight-man police force 
following a hearing during 
which a woman accused him 
of attempting to have normal 
and abnormal sex relations 
with her. Attending a party 
last month at the Jett home, 
Mrs. Ida Mae Woods accused 
Jett of trying to have sex re- 
lations with her after his own 
wife consumed a quart of 
= whisky and he had ripped 
Lt. Jett before resigning. off most of her clothing. A 
charge of conduct unbecoming to an officer was preferred 
against Jett after his wife complained to Police Chief 
Oscar Gray. 


Found Drunk With White Woman, Cabbie Hangs Self 

A 32-year-old cab driver, Vernel Gray, hanged himself 
with his sweater in a Washington, D. C., jail a few hours 
after he was arrested when police found him in his cab 
with a blonde white woman. “Both were drunk and had 
passed out,” police charged. The woman said she hired 
Gray’s cab, and he told her someone beat him out of $92 
and he felt like getting drunk. “I’ll pay for it if you get 
it,” the woman said she told Gray. He agreed and they 
drank, but she could not remember anything after that, 
she told police. 


Memphian Stabs Twin Brother To Death Over Woman 

A 33-year-old Memphis man, O. C. Bennett, was charged 
with killing his twin brother, A. D. Bennett, during an 
argument over a woman A. D. brought into their home. 
Police said O. C. stabbed his brother in the chest with a 
small knife after A. D. hit him over the head with a 
stove leg. 
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Man Slays Wife Who Refused To Give Him Money 

A 50-year-old Detroit wife, Mrs. Josephine Graves, who 
earned $100 weekly, was stabbed to death by her 38-year- 
old unemployed husband, Robert, because “she refused 
to keep me supplied with money.” The husband sur- 
rendered-to police, admitted stabbing his wife 16 times in 
the presence of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Rebecca Bland- 
ing, 79. Graves, arrested for murder, told police he has 
not worked in 19 months. 


Detroiter, With 3 Cars, Jailed For Non-Support 
A 24-year-old Detroit construction worker, Clayton 
Barksdale, who told a judge he “didn’t have a penny to 
give” his pregnant 18-year-old bride, Lizzie, because he 
was trying to pay for three cars, was sentenced to 60 days 
in jail for non-support. Mrs. Barksdale said her husband 
earns as much 
as $109 weekly, 
added that he 
pawned the oil 
heater and has 
failed to provide 
food for her dur- 
ing her preg- 
nancy. 
» 


YW Shortstop’s 
Bride: After 
their wedding in 
Elizabeth, N. J., 
Kansas City 
Monarch short- 
stop William 
Holder carries 
his happy bride, 
Kathleen Coffee, 
over the thresh- 
old of their New- 
ark home. 

































THE SECRET SIDE OF 





Sie, ini Bi .- Bad See eo: 


Surrounded by the host of relatives he supports, M inoso has 
said he has a son in Cuba, although he had never married before. 
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MINNIE MINOSO'S MARRIAGE 


Softer than a bunt down the third base line, the news 
that the secret marriage of baseball player Minnie Minoso 
had come to a quick end eased out of Chicago last week. 

The Chicago White Sox star’s romantic season had been 
as colorful as his performance on the diamond, for in 
fast-ball rapidity during 1954 Minnie: 1) was named in 
a $250,000 paternity suit by waitress Barbara Swader; 2) 
denied the charge, demanded a blood test and threatened 
countersuit; 3) quietly married the girl; 4) got a divorce 
as soon as possible. 

Thus, Minnie proved to be as much a will-o’-the-wisp in 
romance as he is on the base paths, leaving unanswered 
such questions as: 
How he acquired 
the Cuban son he 
once referred to in 
a Chicago sports- 
cast? Why he never 
admitted the mar- 
riage publicly? And 
whether or not he 
married Miss Swa- 
der simply to avoid 
the paternity suit? 

The record, at 
least, answers other 
questions. Early 
last September 
Minnie briefly laid 
aside his fielder’s 
mitt to join hands 
with Miss Swader 
before a justice of 
the peace in a se- 





Barbara Swader’ 's marriage lasted three 
cret ceremony in months, daughter gets $65 weekly. 


27 








Some Questions In Marriage Still Unanswered 


the offices of Miss Swader’s lawyers. Thus, Minoso’s em- 
barrassing romance came to a shotgun finish. 

But with the threat of a $250,000 lawsuit swept from 
over the Cuban kid’s head, Miss Swader lasted little longer 
than a White Sox home stand. Married September 8, Miss 
Swader was pleading for a divorce three weeks later in 
a complaint filed September 29. She charged Minoso with 
extreme and repeated cruelty, citing two dates on which 


he allegedly struck her. . 


Minoso agreed to the divorce and $10-a-week child sup- 
port for their 18-month-old daughter, Lynette. But when 
a judge learned of the baseball player’s $25,000-a-year 


In letter to Barbara in 1953, 
Minoso asked about baby, Lynette. 


28 





plus salary last week, he 
upped the figure to $65 
weekly, provided Miss 
Swader remains home to 
care for her child. 

Was the marriage sim- 


ply a ruse to get around | 


the lawsuit? Miss Swa- 
der’s attorney, Mrs. Sar- 
ah Rogers, says: “I don’t 
know. I really don’t 
know. He seemed to be 
nice to her, so I don’t 


think that was his sole | 


basis. I thought she had 
a great deal to offer 
him.” 

Meanwhile, Minoso, 
having been warned by 
the White Sox manage- 
ment to keep quiet, has 
said nothing, while dis- 
appointed Barbara 
snapped: “I’m mad and 
don’t want to talk about 
it.” 
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: DARE OF THE WEEK. Quarreling in their De- 
nas * troit home, 25-year-old Mrs. Theodora Crump 
threatened to leap from their eighth-floor window. Her 
husband, John, dared her to jump. She did, was killed in 
the fall. 


: _ GIVEAWAY OF THE WEEK. Failing to pay $210 
= = =" for 21 traffic violations last summer, 29-year-old 
William Penn became the object of a long search by Chi- 
cago police. Last week, when police were told by Mrs. 
Penn that “He’s not in,” a crash and cry of pain from 
a closet startled officers. Jerking open the closet door, 
they found Penn inside. A heavy Christmas box had 
toppled on his head revealing his hurriedly chosen hiding 
place. 


Ye Ne RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION OF THE WEEK. 
= == When a-discussion over a Bible passage turned 
into an argument between John Murphy, 27, and his 
half-brother, Edward L. Foster, 42, during a housewarm- 
ing at Murphy’s Cleveland home, Foster excused himself 
from the room. Moments later he returned with a gun 
from the attic, found Murphy in the kitchen and shot 
him fatally in the heart. 


_ MISTAKE OF THE WEEK. Caught by police in 
= <= = a Baltimore numbers raid, Mrs. Lois Green, 50, 
popped a piece of paper into her mouth, slipped another 
into the top of her dress. Ten minutes later, and after 
snapping at a detective who tried to get her to open her 
mouth, Mrs. Green spat out the paper—a dollar bill. Both 
police and Mrs. Green were surprised. In her haste, she 
had hidden the money in her mouth and the numbers 
slip in her bosom. Police promptly carried her off to 
jail. 
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_., TRAGEDY OF THE WEEK. Told by her small 
~ daughter that a playmate was pinned beneath 
a refrigerator, Mrs. Doris Robinson, and a neighbor, Mrs. 
Edna Benjamin, ran to the home of Mrs. Juanita Romer, 
found Mrs. Romer’s four-year-old daughter, Juanita. Her 


legs were caught under the refrigerator, which had top- | 


pled over while she and two young brothers swung from 


the open door. The two women lifted the refrigerator | 


to free the child, then gasped. Underneath was the 
crushed, lifeless body of Mrs. Romer’s three-year-old son, 
Herbert. 


SS sy Sy 


Samuel Rosenbaum music agency for what he 
thought was $13.90, New York musician Dallas Turner 
asked groceryman Joe Davis to cash it. Davis took one 
look at the check and his eyes bulged. Reason: through a 
check-printing machine error, the $13.90 check had been 
raised to $1,000,013.90—a million dollar difference. 





Turner (l.) registers surprise at million dollar check. 
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CHECK OF THE WEEK. Given a check by the | 
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THE WEEK'S 
# BEST PHOTOS 





an sd . 


G. B. Arnold 
"A Caught In The Act: Surprised by policeman S. J. Mc- 
Carthy, 38-year-old Allen Stevens of Bellamy, Ala., pokes 
his head through a window he had hoped to escape 
through after looting a New Orleans store. He had been 
in jail only two hours before. 
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Ww illiam B. “Franklin 
” Gives Third Multiple Birth: After giving birth to tri- 
plets at St. Louis’ Homer G. Phillips Hospital, Mrs. Jerry | 
Cleveland smiles at new-born babies—her third multiple ? 
delivery since 1950. She had twins in 1950, triplets in 
1951, a single birth in 1952. Her husband is unemployed. 
32 
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Harmon Perry 
WM Slight Interruption: Appearing sii at Atlanta’s 
Royal Peacock Club, torch singer Zilla Mays tries a bit of 
torso tossing to distract comedian Al Jackson from his 
music studies. Zilla’s shapely charms reduced Jackson’s 
musical interests to only a quick-passing fancy. 
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United Press 
Wi Cat Rescue: Attempting to snare a cat stranded in a 
tall tree for 13 hours, Chicago Animal Welfare League 
employee Richard Campbell picks his way precariously 
over the thin limbs, rescued the cat after hour’s work. 
Once on the ground, ungrateful cat broke away and ran. 
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Wi St. Nicholas, Black Pieter Hold Court: Reviving a 
Christmas custom dating back to when New York was 
Nieuw Amsterdam, Bruce Von Wells portrays St. Nicholas 
and Rechenel H. Kamp his Moorish servant, Black Pieter, 
in old Dutch setting of Grand Central Terminal. 
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<> MODERN LIVING 
SPACE-SAVING FURNITURE 


Welcome news to small home and 
apartment dwellers—who always 
find space at a premium—is a new 
line of expandable, multi-purpose 
furniture which is easily converted 
from desks, buffet servers, etc. into ‘ 
card tables and small—or even full 
size—dining tables. Saginaw’s new 
line of space-saving furniture also 
boasts ample drawers for storage of 
silverware, linens, or tableware. 








Smartly styled expandawa 
as a buffet server or a 


Ta 





rge dining table. Price: $99.50. 
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Convertible commode piece rors dining table and storage 


area in one piece. Top is ideal for knickknacks. $149.50. 


Console table 

extends to full- 

size dining ta- 
ble. $229.50. 








W ell-designed 
folding chairs 
are strong, use- 
ful. $14.95. 







Versatile buf- 
fet-dining ta- 
ble stores own 
chairs. $229.50. 
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OCKTAIL CHIT CHAT Giant third baseman Hank 
Thompson and his wife Mary exploded severance rumors 
by going to California for a winter holiday . Harlem 
gossips whisper that disc jockey Evelyn Robinson has 
gone home to her mother, and her third, gay, young hus- 
band, Wilbur Nelson, has returned to his mater ... In 
Atlantic City, Floyd Smith, guitarist with the Wild Bill 
Davis Trio, is strumming the heart strings of Virginia 
Morgan, who hopes to make it a friendly parting from 
Apex executive Archie Morgan on January 6... The 
popular role of “Barefoot Contessa” has Baltimore’s merry 
widow Helen Glover dancing with her shoes in her hands, 
and sojourners in Nassau report that Paul Meeres has 
installed a checkroom for shoes in his ultra bistro. 


TORY OF THE WEEK When Urban League Industrial 


Secretary Julius Thomas was “selling” the research staff 
of the Charleston (W. Va.) Division of Union Carbide 
and Carbon Corporation the idea of accepting Negro 
chemist Virgil E. Matthews as a co-worker, Mr. Thomas 
presented a brief on Matthews’ professional status. 
Among other facts, he pointed out that Alabama-born 
Matthews was a chemistry Ph.D. from the University of 
Chicago and had been awarded a scholarship by the 
Union Corporation. At the conclusion of his speech a 
white researcher from South Carolina drawled: “I’ve 
never worked with a Negro, but I’d like to meet one as 
smart as you say Matthews is.” Matthews was hired. 
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~ Real Handy: 
Gagging at a 
benefit hair style 
show at the Hol- 
lywood Canteen, 
ex-child movie 
star “Sunshine 
Sammy” Morri- 
son appears to be 
all hands as he 
embraces model 
Johnnie Mae 
Powell. The 
unique creation 
she is wearing is 
an Ann Price 
original. Show 
aided the Out- 
door Life and 
Health Associa- 
tion. 


HIGH FASHION Commenting on the concert and 
fashion show of the Towles sisters, Lois and Dorothea, in 
Rocky Mount, N. C., Norma Warner (Mrs. William O.) 
observed: “The warm and friendly personalities of the 
girls captivated the city, and Dorothea’s $50,000 Paris- 
Rome wardrobe had the town gasping.” A $400 cocktail 
dress in the collection is Dorothea’s own design. The one- 
piece frock, created from seven yards of Italian gold and 
brown brocaded silk that cost $40 a yard, features the 
new low waist line and a four-yard-wide skirt . . . New 
York fashion plate Grant Reynolds, who features mid- 
night-blue evening dress, including a top coat and hom- 
burg, has two complete wardrobes built around 20 suits, 
for his winter holiday. One outfit will dazzle his Omega 
fraternity brothers at their Atlanta convention. The other 
will intrigue natives of Haiti. Wife Ethel has given him 
a star sapphire ring and cuff links, set in gold. 


































VEDDINGS Announcement of the December 30 wed- 
ding of Texas playboy Billy Burke Jr., son of the Dallas 
doctor, and Rose Cecile White, daughter of Beaumont’s 
Dr. Sol White, caused many a Texas beauty to reach for 
the aspirin bottle. The handsome bridegroom-elect is a 
sales representative for the American Tobacco Company 
... When questioned about the rumor he had married 
Beatrice McGill, Chicago widower, Ernest Morris, brother- 
in-law of lawyer Edith Sampson, remained mum. How- 
ever, the Windy City’s inner circle is positive the owner 
of the Morris Eat Shop, whose wife, Blanche, died a year 
ago, has wed the widow of N. K. McGill of Defender fame. 
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" ‘Cool Cut Charms Cuties: Sporting a close-shaved 
Apache haircut, wrestler Kit Fox drew sighs from dancers 
Gigi Guiqnard (1.) and Eva Valencia at Buddy Phillips 
Dance Studio party in New York. Proceeds from affair 
will be used to sponsor students’ studies. 


43 





PARTY FARE when members of New York City’s Club 
Bon Bon are introduced at their Christmas formal dance 
at the Belmont Plaza Hotel they will pop out of a huge 
candy box dressed as peppermint sticks and pink bon bons 

. . At the socially significant merger in Birmingham of 
Constance Lois Gardner and William Cleveland Jones, 
considered the most beautiful and expensive wedding in 
years (price: an estimated $5,000) champagne was ladled 
from a huge, cut-glass bowl, embedded in a block of ice. 
Mint frappé with a wine base was offered to non-cham- 


pagne drinkers .. . For the debutante cotillion sponsored : 


by New York alumni of St. Augustine’s College, Raleigh, 
N. C., director Edith Latham Fagan selected the distinctive 
Colonnade Room of Essex House on Central Park South, 
the string orchestra of Jeno Bartel, and CBS radio per- 
sonality Galen Drake for master of ceremonies. Nineteen 
girls between the ages of 16 and 18 made their bow to 
society. Already 30 have applied for presentation next year. 


W Baltimore 
Bums: Parading 
in rags, patches 
and mis-matched 
socks at the Bal- 


ma Deltas’ an- 
nual hobo party, 
Mrs. Trudy Bris- 
coe, Samuel Hill 
and Mrs. Doris 
Odum (1. to r.) 
take top honors 
as worst-dressed 
attendants. Mrs. 
Briscoe and Hill 
were first prize 
winners, Mrs. 
Odum was run- 
ner-up. 
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Plan Mexico Jaunt: Planning a five-day Mexico City 
tour for 200 members of the Alpha Chi Pi Omega beauti- 
cians’ sorority following their San Antonio convention 
April 17-20 sorority president Marjorie Stewart Joyner (r.) 
maps tour with Mexico travel agency head Morris Wil- 
liams and his assistant, Martha Boulogne-Guerrero. 


TRAVELOGUE Muriel Smith, who charmed Broadway as 
Carmen Jones in the original stage play and starred in 
the film Moulin Rouge and the British versions of South 
Pacific and The King And I, slipped, unannounced, into 
New York for a quickie vacation. No one knew of her 
arrival until she appeared at a Philadelphia performance 
of The House Of Flowers. Her understudy, an Anglo-Pole, 
is holding down the Queen of Siam role back in London, 
where The King And I is playing to capacity houses... 
Cleveland’s Bessie Robinson, a retired Ohio Bell Telephone 
employee who has returned from a 21-day tour of Europe 
with a group of the company’s pioneers, brought back 
yards of Belgian lace, and anxiously is awaiting the de- 
livery of a cuckoo clock purchased in Switzerland. 
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« PEOPLE ARE | 
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«p. Instructions given Philadelphia reporters and photog- 

"** raphers to photograph and interview everyone in the 
stage musical, House Of Flowers, except the star, Pearl 
Bailey. Show officials say Pearl’s been “heckled, riled 
and constantly upset since she first hit the Quaker | 
City” over her rumored separation from husband Louis 
Bellson. 


«jt. The suspicious and insinuating looks passed among ' 

*** brothers in the St. Louis chapter of a national frater- 
nity after they caught the local head of the chapter 
making woo woo with a pledgee at 3 a.m. at a drive-in 
theater. 


aj. That top-rated Columbus, Ohio, medico who was locked 

“up on his second drunkenness rap in the last two 
months. His latest troubles occurred after he went on 
a binge with his office girl and was arrested at her 
home—just three blocks from where he resides with 
his wife and child. 


.j. The Washington man-about-town who got a phone call 

“**from New York a few hours before bell time for the 
Lulu Perez-Joey Lopes bout at St. Nicholas Arena. He 
was told to bet against the favorite Perez because 
“something was in the wind.” He cleaned up $6,000. 


.j. Tap dancer Teddy Hale, who reportedly is being held for 


"**deportation from France. A lady friend has admitted 


paying hundreds of dollars to get him “straightened 
out,” but as soon as he left the house of detention he 
was picked up again for you know what. 


sj. The happy climax in that Cleveland interracial mar- 
“riage between filling station manager Emory Carter 
and his bride of three years, the former Dorothy Poly- 


chroniadis, one-time staff member of the British Em- 4 


bassy in Washington, caused by the birth of their son, 
Christopher, in November. 








































TALKING ABOUT 
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D- — + The real reason that widely-known disc jockey in a 
the * Pittsburgh suburb got the sack. He was caught smok- 
arl ing reefers in the station building despite repeated 
led warnings from officials. 

cer | 


s« The troubles of Washington criminal lawyer Curtis 


es * Mitchell. His second Cadillac in the last two months 
has been seized by the Internal Revenue folks. 

mg § sl The alleged crazy antics of one of Cincinnati’s best 

er * known lawyers with a bunch of wild teen-agers. The 

ter attorney is said to have a love nest in the Avondale 

ill section of the town. 

‘ ¢ The $130,000, 24-apartment building known as Castle 
ced * Court Apartments, just bought by San Francisco letter 
oo carrier Abner J. Wilson and his wife Lola. 
rer k;How nicely the pianist and “secretary,” who were 
ith " ‘stranded in the well-known boxer’s troupe last summer 

in Paris, came out of their predicament. The pianist is 
working steadily in Paris, and the “secretary” got that 
= letter from home with the fare in it. 
md ) k The absolute divorce granted in Washington to Flaxie 
ase * P. Bourne, whose remarriage to Atty. James Franklyn 
Bourne lasted only seven months. Her maiden name, 
; Flaxie M. Pinkett, was restored at the hearing during 
for which she testified that Frankie “treated her in such 
ted E a manner which necessitated her leaving the marital 
ied domicile.” 
he The retirement from nightlife of singer Inez Cava- 
* naugh, who two years ago, was the rage of Paris in her 
ar- Chez Inez club. She is now living in Copenhagen, Den- 
ter mark, and is rarely seen in Paris. 
ly- k The well-publicized hip-shaker now getting topflight 
m ' * publicity in the U. S., who could get only $1.40 a night 
on, when she was dancing in Paris. 


—DAN BURLEY 
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Fany Tom Benton had had a hard, fast ride out of Texas to 
put behind him a posse that had hoped to hang him. But 


BENTON’S ROW 
( By Frank Yerby 


the Tyler plantation in Louisiana’s back 
bayou country near the Red River he was 
not too tired to quickly seduce love- 
starved Sarah Tyler, whose preacher hus- 
band had an inconsiderate habit of leav- 


, Briefly, this is the birth of Frank Yerby’s 
‘“ newest hero in Benton’s Row (Dial, $3.50), 
Frank Yerby and in character he is not at all unlike 
all the other Yerby heroes, who, in eight previous books. 
have been responsible for eight best sellers. 
6 Tom Benton, too, will make Benton’s Row a best seller. 
For in the typical Yerby mold he emerges as a thorough- 
going rascal, an opportunist who seizes what he wants 
whether it be another man’s land or a woman’s virtue. 
Sarah, of course, is the first of such willing victims and, 
like others after her, she feels little shame even when 
her 65-year-old preacher husband finally blows off his 
head with a shotgun so that she may be free to marry 
Tom Benton and give their child a name. 
@ In the light of Yerby’s previous books, Benton’s Row 
cannot be set apart from the pattern which has sold 
nearly 13 million books for the successful author. Again 
he has combined history and romance of more than a 
century ago, and again he has re-visited Louisiana—the 
setting of his first success, The Foxes Of Harrow. Yet, 
there is in Benton’s Row a new kind of Yerby emerging, 
a writer who not only has learned to write while writing, 
but who writes convincingly of a sidemeat-and-collard- 
greens South heretofore brought to life delightfully only 
by Erskine Caldwell.—E.T.C. 


48 


; 


when he finally pulled up his horse at } 


ing her alone for months at a time. ) 












RELIGION | 


Georgia Whites Oust Pro-Integration Minister 
A 32-year-old white Shellman, Ga., minister, Rev. Henry 
A. Buchanan, who last June praised the U. S. Supreme 































is to Court’s desegregation ruling, was ousted from the Shell- 
But} man Baptist Church because of his anti-segregation 
eat} stand. Rev. Buchanan, who had said the town should 
ack “secede from the United States” if it did not intend to 
was obey the law, was ousted in a 78 to 17 vote of the congre- 
ove- * gation. Declared Rev. Buchanan: “I thought the mem- 
a bers of this congregation were seekers of the truth.” 
ime.; Bias Forces Cancellation Of N. C. Religious Meet 
‘by’s ¢ A white Presbyterian evangelist, Dr. Charles B. Tem- 
50), pleton, who was scheduled to preach at a Winston-Salem, 
like N. C., preaching mission in 1955, forced cancellation of 
Oks. the mission when he refused to appear before a segre- 
gated audience. The mission was cancelled by the Wins- 
lier. ton-Salem Ministers Association after reportedly failing 
_ to find a place which would admit Negroes. 
ants 
‘tue. 


"Get Keys To 
— 2 Memphis: Par- 
his ticipating in 
arry Bishop Mason 

Day ceremonies 
Row during the 47th 
sold annual convoca- 
gain tion of the 
na Church Of God 
_the In Christ in 
Yet, Memphis, Mayor 
ring, Frank T. Tobey 
ting, presents keys to 
ard- ) city to Bishops 
only C. H. Mason (r.) 
and Louis Ford 








Olympic Champ Ed Sanders Dies After Boston KO 
Ed Sanders, 25-year-old 
1952 Olympic heavyweight 
champion, died in Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, 18 hours after he 
was kayoed by Willie James 
at Boston Garden. Fight- 
ing for the New England 
heavyweight title, Sanders 
was attempting to go more 
than 10 rounds for the first 
time in his brief pro ca- 
reer. After James connected 
with three left hooks and 
a right cross in the llth {& é 
round, Sanders went down, 4 i 
dropped to his side, and Ed Sanders 
rolled over unconscious. A four-hour operation failed to 
save his life. Cause of death was diagnosed as an inter- 
cranial hemorrhage. 


Red Sox Offers Record $125,000 For Rookie 

A record bid of $125,000 for a minor league ball player 
was made by the Boston Red Sox in an effort to purchase 
Charley Neal, rookie Negro second baseman owned by the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. Buzzie Bavasi, vice-president of the 
Dodgers, revealed that the Red Sox offered “more money 
than anybody ever paid for a minor league player” before 
Neal was recently promoted from St. Paul to the parent- 
club roster 








Cornell Names Negro Football Captain 

Richard (Dick) Jackson, a junior halfoack from Athens, 
Pa., was elected captain of the 1955 Cornell University 
football team. He is the first Negro gridiron captain at 
the Ithaca, N. Y., school. 
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Tenn. Coach, Henry Kean, Suffers Heart Attack 





Henry A. Kean, football coach and director of athletics 
at Tennessee A. & I. University, suffered a near-fatal 
heart attack and was confined at Riverside Sanitarium- 
Hospital. The attack was blamed on the pressure and 
tension créated by Kean’s dual job. His football team 
went undefeated in 27 consecutive games before being 
upset two weeks ago (19 to 6) by North Carolina College. 


Pigskin Club Honors Grid Greats In D. C. 
Outstanding football players and coaches of the 1954 
season were honored at the 17th annual Pigskin Club 
dinner in Washington. Honored were halfback Leo Lewis 
of Lincoln (Mo.) University and Lenny Moore of Penn 
State University; Thomas McLuckie, University of Mary- 
land guard; Rudy McGoins of the Washington Pioneer 
sandlot football team; Clinton Freeman of Virginia State; 
coaches Eddie Jackson of Delaware State College and 
Sylvester Hall of Washington’s Cardozo High School; and 
Ollie Matson, star fullback of the Chicago Cardinals. 
Another outstanding guest was retired Brig. Gen. Benja- 
min O. Davis Sr., who played football in 1897. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, a former U. S. Military Academy grid- 
der, was invited to the dinner, but could not attend. 


Lineup: Matson, Freeman, General Davis, Moore, Lewis. 
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Wi Record Catch: 
Ruben Gomez, 
one of the big 
four of the New 
York Giants’ 
pitching staff, 
shows off the 
record 20-pound, 
12-ounce Jack 
Crevalle he 
caught on a 10- 
pound test line 
in Puerto Rico. 
The fish out- 
weighed the pre- 
vious record 
catch by 6% 
pounds. Gomez 
4 “ has been play- 
ing winter ball 
_ - with Puerto 
, | fa i Rico’s Santurce 
7). aor club. 
Charley Powell Burns Hand, Fight Cancelled 
Charley Powell, the California heavyweight, suffered 
severe burns on one hand when he dropped off to sleep 
under a heat lamp. The accident forced cancellation of 
his San Francisco fight with Hans Friederich of Germany. 


Doby American League’s 2nd Most Valuable Player 

Larry Doby, Cleveland Indians’ centerfielder, finished 
second to Yogi Berra, New York Yankees’ catcher, in vot- 
ing for the American League’s most valuable player 
award. Voting baseball writers selected Berra by a 
230-210 margin. 


Hank Aaron Named Braves’ Top Rookie 

Members of the Milwaukee Baseball Writers Association 
named outfielder Hank Aaron the Braves’ outstanding 
rookie player in 1954. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. ““Doc”’ Young 
This is an open letter to John Saxton, fist-fighter: 
Dear John: If you’ve been reading the sheets 
lately, you know the boys are doing you up, or 
in. They’re carving you into little pieces, and 
they’re saying that you’re an unworthy cham- 
pion. They have nicknamed you “Clutch” and 
called you the “agony fighter.” They say you’ve 
got more holds than an octopus, which is an 
eight-armed dibranchiate cephalopod. John, 
that’s almost as bad as being called a dirty bird. 
Let’s face it, John: you'll never earn big money 
or great praise the way you’re fighting. There is 
much in your personal and professional records of 
which you can be proud. You came up the hard 
way, through poverty, deprivations, the tough life 
of an orphan—yet you didn’t become a ae de- 
linquent. You’re the strongest wel- 4 
terweight in the business and 5 
you’ve got good equipment. Why 
let yourself be typed as a stinko? 
No one remem- 
bers your good 
fights anymore; 
all they’re rehash- 
ing are the bouts 
with Gavilan, 
Bratton, Minelli, 
Fuentes. The only 
way you can 
change that is to 
go out and com- 
mit modified mur- 
der on a few pugs. 
Do you dig? 







Karl Hubenthal, Los Angeles Examiner 
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JET’S ALL-AMERICAN 


A superior backfield operating be- 




























hind an alert, fast-charging, block- tc 
busting line are features of JET’s 1954 le 
All-American football team, the first al 
major-college All-America ever named G 
by a Negro publication. Players on M 
the first and second teams represent be 
18 colleges. fi 
The first team boasts the best ll of | g 
America’s 25,000 collegiate football ki 
players, according to a poll of leading st 
coaches and professional scouts. This 
squad is supported by a second team al 
only a shade off the first in quality. ky 
The second team also includes two ex- 0! 
clusive choices: Leo Lewis of Lincoln fi 
University and J. C. Caroline of Illi- ic 
nois at the halfback posts. Lewis |e 
earned his honor by setting all-time 7 L 
career records in rushing, scoring and — li 
number of touchdowns. Caroline, a yi 
unanimous All-American last season, § F 
was not so spectacular on offense this ti 
year because his line was weak, but lis 
he was an improved all-around per- | m 
former. f 


ae 


; NY 
Jack Ellena Art Walker Maz Boydston 
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COLLEGE GRID TEAM 





JET’s All-Americans will never play 
together as a unit, but they were se- 
lected on a team basis. In all-around 
ability, the first team backfield—Ralph 
Guglielmi, Bobby Watkins, Lenny 
Moore, and Alan Ameche—may well 
be the greatest of all time. This back- 
field has moxie and finesse, scatback 
speed and bull-dozing power. In Wat- 
kins it possesses the most under-rated 
star in college ball. 

The line is well-balanced, mobile, 
and possessor of complete football 
know-how. It is as rugged as the Rock 
of Gibraltar. And its courage is typi- 
fied by Cal Jones, who rates All-Amer- 
ican honors although he played the 
entire 1954 season with a broken wrist. 
Last season, Jones was called the best 
lineman to enter Big 10 play in 25 
years. This year, he was compared to 
Fred (Duke) Slater, the Iowa all- 
timer. Yet he over-shadows few of his 
line mates, for this is indeed a team 
many men would gladly coach for 
free! (See page 56 for lineups.) 





Ron Beagle Ralph Guglielmi 











Bobby Watkins 
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JET’s All-American First Team: 
Class Age Wt. Ht. 
End—Max Boydston, Oklahoma. Sr. 22 207 62” 


End—Ron Beagle, Navy......... Jr. 20 185 6’ 
Tackle—Art Walker, Michigan.. Sr. 20 218 5/11” 
Tackle—Jack Ellena, UCLA..... Sr. 23 214 6'2” 
Guard—Cal Jones, Iowa........ or. 21 20 @¢ 
Guard—Tom Bettis, Purdue..... Sr. 21 220 6 


Center—Kurt Burris, Oklahoma. Sr. 22 207 6’1” 
QB—RalphGuglielmi,NotreDame Sr. 20 185 6’ 
HB—Bobby Watkins, Ohio State Sr. 22 191 5’9” 
HB—Lenny Moore, Penn State... Jr. 21 180 6’ 
FB—Alan Ameche, Wisconsin... Sr. 21 215 6’ 


JET’s All-American Second Team 


Ends: Don Holleder, Army; Ron Kramer, Michigan. Tackles: 
Sid Fournet, Louisiana State: Tom Jones, Miami (O.) Univer- 
sity. Guards: Bud Brooks, Arkansas; Franklin Brooks, Georgia 
Tech. Center: Harold Easterwood, Mississippi State. Quarter- 
back: Len Dawson, Purdue. Halfbacks: Leo Lewis, Lincoln 
(Mo.) University; J. C. Caroline, Illinois. Fullback: Bob Daven- 
port, UCLA. 


Sugar Ray May Fight Rindone January 5 

Sugar Ray Robinson said he may resume his comeback 
campaign in a Detroit bout January 5 against Joe Rin- 
done of Boston. He said he was dickering with promoter 
Nick Londes for that date. Robinson, former welterweight 
and middleweight champion, had been scheduled to meet 
Rindone in Detroit December 8, and on his failure to go 
through with the fight, was suspended by the Michigan 
Boxing Commission. 


Calif. Sensation Named Grid ‘Player Of Year’ 

Dick Bass, the Vallejo, Calif., high school football sensa- 
tion who scored 256 points this season, was voted the out- 
standing northern California prep performer by coaches 
of his district. The 172-pound Bass, now considering offers 
from 24 colleges, was also named “Player of the Year” in 
1953, when he scored 186 points. 
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\_ENTERTAINMENT _ 


Saxophonist Jailed For Robbing Own Agent 
Jazz saxophonist Burnie Peacock was i 
jailed in New York moments after he 
held up his agent, Edward Shaw, at a 
music store and took $88 from a cash 
register. The 33-year-old musician, best 
known for his recent mambo recordings, 
stormed into the Broadway music shop 
and ordered Shaw: “Gimme all the loot 
outta the register, I got a 38 in my 
pocket.” Shaw said he tried to talk Pea- Burnie Peacock 
cock out of the robbery, but was warned: “Just gimme 
the money and don’t try to be a hero.” 


“i France Honors Lionel Hampton: Named the most out- 
standing jazz personality to appear in France during 1954, 
bandleader Lionel Hampton holds an “Oscar” presented 
him by the French Record Academy in Paris. 
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While walloping A 
out a blues number ra 
in a Newark, N. J,, Ci 
night club two Ww 
years ago, singer Bi 
Albinnie Jones sud- to 
denly became par- le 
alyzed and col- “a 


lapsed. There had hi 
been no warning, 








no symptoms, no 0) 
pain. Her legs and m 
hips simply refused $ 
to move. Though tc 
terrified, trouper fc 
Albinnie continued A 
to sing, held onto tl 
a bass fiddle “so I u 
could stand up and J 
finish the show.” |. I 
Albinnie Jones at home with crutch. At that time, § n 


Pi oi apr re eee enema nn amematiaL | 


Josephine Baker To Retire, Educate 6 Children 
World famed entertainer Josephine Baker will retire 
next May and devote herself to the education of her six ‘ 


adopted sons, she said in Tel Aviv, Israel. | : 
Peg Leg Bates Sues Chicago Club For $2,000 | ci 

A $2,000 lawsuit was filed against Chicago club owner p 
Stella M. Ross by dancer Clayton (Peg Leg) Bates and E 


three friends who charged they were refused service 
at Mrs. Ross’ Club Highland last October. Atty. Jesse B. 
Mann, who filed the suit in behalf of Bates, said Bates 
and his friends, including a white couple, were told the © 
Club Highland was a private club, although a bartender, \ 
who recognized the dancer from a TV appearance, ad- 
mitted the club did not serve Negroes. 
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GETS SHOW WORLD XMAS GIFT 
Albinnie, the mother of a year-old son, Alvin, and sepa- 
rated from her husband, had just recorded her first hit, 
Cool Papa Tall, was fast beginning to get on top. She 
was sure she would be all right again after a few weeks. 
But, after two years and examinations by over 125 doc- 
tors and specialists, Albinnie has only limited use of her 
left leg, has no idea what is wrong with her. Says she: 
“I’ve never needed the first pill for medicine, and I still 
haven’t had the first trace of pain.” 

One night recently, as she lay in her bed unable to act 
or call for help, thieves broke into her Harlem apart- 
ment, took her furs, clothes, television set and the last 
$4 of her life savings. Then the Negro Actors Guild came 
to the 37-year-old Albinnie’s rescue, secured public aid 
for her, helped to underwrite her mounting hospital bills. 
As a Christmas gift for Albinnie, a benefit party was 
thrown at Harlem’s Baby Grand Cafe, where Albinnie 
used to belt out the blues. Result: $300 for the Albinnie 
Jones medical fund to help make her Christmas merrier. 
Meanwhile, with her luck changing for the better, Albin- 
nie has renewed hope that soon she might walk again. 
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Mattiwilda Dobbs To Make U. S. Concert Tour 

Mattiwilda Dobbs, Atlanta-born colo- oe 
: ratura soprano, will return to the U. S. 
| for a coast-to-coast, three-month concert 






tour upon completion of a European con- 
cert jaunt late this month. She will be 
presented by Sol Hurok in her first Town 
Hall recital on January 23. The soprano 
scored a triumph in her New York debut 
with the Little Orchestra Society last 
spring, appeared at London’s Royal & _ si, 
Opera and Covent Garden, and was the Miss Dobbs 
first Negro to sing at Milan’s famed La Scala Opera 
House. During her European tour Sweden’s King Gustav 
presented her Stockholm’s Order of the North Star. 
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Ingenue Diahann Carroll gets pre- 


‘HOUSE OF FLOWERS’ 





% 


marital advice from Pearl Bailey. 





Diahann listens as Rawn Spearman spins tales of the French 
West Indies. Both make their stage debut in musical. 


Philadelphia crit- 
ics hailed the New 
York-bound musi- 
cal House Of Flow- 
ers as “very likely 
to be a smash on 
Broadway.’’ The 
show, set against 
the spicy back- 
ground of a West 
Indian brothel with 
Pearl Bailey star- 
ring as a call house 
madam, will open 
on Broadway De- 
cember 30. 
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* BROADWAY SMASH HIT 


¥ 


si, 


ew 








Witch doctor Geoffrey Holder Pearl Bailey stars as musi- 
tries to frighten Diahann. cal’s colorful Madame Fluer. 























Babe Wallace Lands Role In New French Film 


Singer Babe Wallace, star of Paris’ 
Folies-Bergére, was given a featured role 
in the forthcoming French movie, Les 
Chiffoniers D’Emmaus. Wallace, speak- 
ing and singing in French, plays the part 
of an old professional street singer. The 
film is based on the heroic work of Father 
Abbe Pieree during Europe’s paralyzing 
cold wave last winter. 





Bave Wallace 


Sammy Davis Jr. Faces "$200, 000 Crash Suit 


Entertainer Sammy Davis Jr. was sued for $200,000 in 
a counter-action by two women he has sued for $150,000 
over the traffic accident in which he lost his left eye 
November 19. Mrs. Helen S. Boss, 72, of Van Nuys, driver 
of the car that collided with the entertainer’s near San 
Bernardino, charged Davis was to blame for the colli- 
sion, and asked $125,000 damages, claiming she suffered 
severe shock and injuries. Mrs. Boss’ passenger, Mrs. 
Bessie Ross, 69, of Akron, filed a $75,000 suit against 
Davis for injuries 








&S> THE WEEK'S TOP RECORDS 


1. Open Up The Doghouse, Two Cats Are Coming In, by 
Nat Cole and Dean Martin (Capitol). A pair of top- 
notch singers team on a novelty tune about marital 
difficulties. 

2. Hurt, by Roy Hamilton (Epic). Roy croons in a mel- 
low mood of his scars from a busted love affair. 

3. Land Of Dreams, by Eddie Heywood and Hugo Wenter- 
halter (Victor). Pianist Heywood tunes his stylings to 
the Wenterhalter orchestra and chorus. 

4. Harry Edison Sextet, by Harry Edison and sidemen 
(Pacific Jazz Records). Veteran trumpeter exhibits 
mastery of both instrument and new “cool” idiom on 

four LP sides. 
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A In one of the songs that 
Mae West sings she says 
“I’ve had all kinds of lov- 
ers, white, green and 
black.” When her managers 
urged her to eliminate the 
“black,” she refused, say- 
ing: “It’s true, because I 
have.” 


A In the contract he signed 
to appear at a night spot 
in Anchorage, Alaska, band- 
leader Buddy Trenier added 
a clause that the club pro- 
prietor would furnish each 
band member with two 
pairs of long winter under- 
wear. 


A Dollree Mapp, 27-year- 
old Cleveland dress design- 
er, who obtained a divorce 
in 1951 from fighter Jimmy 
Bivins, stated that she and 
light-heavyweight cham- 
pion Archie Moore have set 
a date for their wedding 
but are keeping it a secret. 


A The Ronald Macks are 
expecting a visit from the 
stork. She is the pint-sized 
singer Varetta Dillard. 











A When baseball idol Wil- 
lie Mays flew in from Puer- 
to Rico for a brief vacation, 
his female admirers flocked 
to the Red Rooster, his fa- 
vorite hangout. A telephone 
operator and a doctor’s 
daughter almost came to 
blows over a seat at his 
dinner table. 


A The romance between 
hot jazz pianist Dorothy 
Donegan and Carl Maxwell, 
manager of Frazier’s cock- 
tail lounge, is cooler than a 
deep freeze. Organist Fab- 
ulous Preston is now carry- 
ing the torch for her. 


A When singer Muriel 
Smith enplaned in New 
York for England, her lug- 
gage contained four dozen 
bras for the women of the 
London cast of The King 
and I, in which she plays 
the lead role. 

A A big shakeup is due in 
the Negro Actors Guild. A 
group of young members 
are demanding a change in 
leadership. 
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A Elizabeth (China Doll) 
Dickerson is minus the en- 
gagement ring a Detroit 
postman gave her. He got 
angry when he kept read- 
ing stories of her being ro- 
manced by a noted dancer 
and phoned to Canada, told 
her to return the ring. 


A Al Jackson, 350-pound 
former member of the 
Patterson and Jackson 
dance-comedy team, is au- 
ditioning musicians to form 
a fat man’s band. Each 
musician must weigh at 
least 300 pounds. 


A Chorus cutey Martha 
Weaver and bandleader 
Sonny Payne are a hot two- 
some in Chicago. 


A Nat (King) Cole set a 


box office record during his 
six-day run at Harlem’s 
Apollo Theater. Nat got 60 
per cent of the house gross 
receipts of $24,000. 








Martha Weaver 
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Nat Cole 


A Singer June Richmond 
got left with a hatful of un- 
paid bills and a short salary 
check when Hello Paree, a 
musical revue, folded after 
a few performances during 
its Hartford, Conn., tryout. 


A Joe Gramby, ex-manager 
of former lightweight 
champ Bob Montgomery, 
turned down a $5,000 offer 
from a Philly night club 
owner for half interest in 
his new fight sensation, Na- 
tional AAU bantamweight 
champ Bobby Singleton, 
who has a perfect KO rec- 
ord. 

A Dr. Marjorie Capeheart, 
a science prof, and Freddie 
St. Cyr, also a teacher, took 
wedding vows on the South- 
ern University campus. 

A Joe Byrd, the New Jersey 
physician, is acting like a 
man in love with his ex- 
wife, Atty. Ursula Plinton, 
whom he’s dating again. 





Dorothy Donegan 
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Rose McCoy 





A Rose Marie McCoy, who 
is singing at the Baby 
Grand Cafe, is also a song 
writer. She wrote the Ruth 
Brown juke box hit, Mambo 
Baby. 

A Jackie Robinson’s new 
Stamford, Conn., home has 
a private lake and enough 
space for a practice base- 
ball diamond. 


A Newsman Jimmy Hicks 
parked his new car outside 
his Long Island home the 
first day he bought it. When 
he came outside the next 
morning it was a total 
wreck, smashed by a truck. 


A The stag line in the 
lobby of Chicago’s Manor 
House Hotel are admirers 
of Harlem model Tina Mar- 
shall, who is appearing in 
a calypso show at the Blue 
Angel Cafe. However, an 
ex-champ is the main man 
in her life. 


Jackie Robinson 








Frances Wallace 





A Model Frances Wallace 
called it quits on her ro- 
mance with Atlantic City 
playboy minister Rev. Rus- 
sell Roberts. She says “the 
Reverend travels too much.” 


A The owners of the fabu- 
lous new Moulin Rouge Ho- 
tel have just about made 
up their minds to hire ex- 
whiskey salesman Kiah 
Sayles to manage the swank 
Las Vegas interracial estab- 
lishment. 


A Lora Pierre, the dancer 
and mistress of ceremonies, 
and Amsterdam News crime 
reporter Jimmy Booker 
have their pals rehearsing 
the wedding march. 


A Bill Edmunson, former 
member of the Southern- 
aires quartet, is feuding 
with a radio station owner 
who fired him from his gos- 
pel disc jockey show. 

—MAJOR ROBINSON 
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Louis Peterson Drama Slated For NBC-TV 
Louis Peterson’s orig‘nal television play, 
Class Of ’58, will be featured on NBC-TV’s 
Goodyear Theater (Sunday, December 19, 
at 9 p.m., EST). The 32-year-old author’s 
first hour-long television drama, Class Of 
58, is the story of a maladjusted New 
England college boy and the problems he 
experiences as a young adult. Peterson, 
who wrote Take A Giant Step, has a new > 
drama, Valley Legend, scheduled for Louis Peterson 
Broadway production next fall. Other Negroes appearing 
on radio and television during the week include: 
Eartha Kitt on Make Up Your Mind (Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 22, at 11:30 a.m., EST) on CBS radio. 
Sarah Vaughan, Monte Irvin, Roy Campanella, Sweet- 
water Clifton on Martin Block’s Make Believe Ballroom 
(Monday, December 20, at 3 p.m., EST) on ABC radio. 
Brock Peters on Garry Moore Show (Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 22, at 10 a.m., EST) on CBS-TV. 


Coley Wallace vs. Bob Baker in a 10-round heavyweight 
bout (Friday, December 17, at 10 p.m., EST) on NBC-TV. 

Combined choirs of LeMoyne, Texas, Spelman, Morris 
Brown, Livingstone and Lane colleges and Johnson C. 
Smith University on Negro College Choirs (Sunday, De- 
cember 19, at 10:35 a.m., EST) on ABC radio. 
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